
Message from the Principal 

Futura Aedificamus - ‘We build for the future’ 

We have reached the final Ammonite of this 
term and a week of assemblies where our 
Heads of House have celebrated our stu-
dents’ achievements; so much has been 
achieved in just 7 weeks and an uninterrupt-
ed and unconstrained range of opportunities 
both within and outside of the classroom. 
There’s lots of celebration packed into this 
edition. 

One thing that the last 18 months has taught us is that our school is 
so much more than a building. It is the people and our bond that 
make us a school. It is something I have seen at Wellsway since join-
ing the school and wanted to thank everyone for their support and 
warm welcome. On Monday we celebrated the launch of the Futura 
Learning Partnership with a ceremony at Wellsway, described be-
low. 

One of the highlights was a performance by some of our Year 12 
musicians of ‘What a Wonderful World’, a song familiar to many of 
us. Chosen specifically by Ingrid McLean, Deputy Director for PE and 
Performing Arts, for the timeless message that the wonders of na-
ture and friendship are important. Even when everything seems lost 
and despairing, there is always hope for the future. The song also 
references rainbows, a symbol that has become so important to us 
all; the rainbow signalling that the storm is over and that clearer, 
easier times are ahead. It is a sign of hope. 

Our over-riding purpose as a Futura school is school improvement, 
we are jointly seeking to ensure that we provide a first class educa-
tional experience that helps children to develop as well-rounded, 
confident individuals. Collaboration and partnership means that 
through working together, we are able to offer opportunities and 
experiences for pupils and staff over and above that, which we can’t 
do alone. 

Our staff are our greatest asset and I wanted to thank them in this 
edition on behalf of our community for the opportunities they have 
provided this term. We are very proud of our school within the 
trust; retaining its unique identity and is truly reflective of the com-
munity it serves. 

Thank you to the whole community for all that you do in support of 
our children. We look forward to seeing everyone after half-term. 

Take care, stay safe and well. Best wishes 

Rob Pearsall, Principal & Executive Head of School  

End of Term 1 

Friday 22nd October 

INSET day 

Monday  1st November 

Start of Term 2—Week B 

Tuesday 2nd November 

Parent/Carer Information Evening—PSHE 

Thursday 4th November 6pm, Lansdown 
Hall 

Key dates 

Issue :  1008 22nd October 2021 

Sports Fixtures 

Thursday 4th November 
Under 19 (Sixth form) – National 

Schools Netball @ Kingswood school. 

All day. 
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All our winners have demonstrated Endeavour, Resilience and Empathy; Wellsway School students striving 
to confident, respectful and ultimately successful learners. Simply “Being the best versions of themselves”. 

Congratulations go to our winners: 

Year 7 – Issy for showing resilience and great strength to overcome challenges 

Year  8 – Jayden for being outstanding in tutor time and showing kindness around school 

Year 9 – Owen for being invited to join the Wales athletic pathway for Discuss 

Year 10 – Milo for his improved approach and attitude to study this term 

Year 11 – Rona for achieving 55 House Points and in recognition of the support she has given others. She has been 
nominated by several members of staff. 

Year 12 - Arthur for always being on time, polite and helpful 

Year 13 - Harry for having written an outstanding personal statement! It is actually fantastic to read! 

Also pictured is Conor from Year 9 who wasn’t able to receive his award last week in person. 
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Futura Launch Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our trust began operating in 2014 and was formed by Wellsway School in Keynsham. Our new name – Futura 
Learning Partnership – was arrived at through wide consultation and is reflective of who we are and what we do. 
The name has a subtle reference to Wellsway as the founding school, through using its Latin motto Futura Aedifi-
camus, which means ‘We build for the future’. This is exactly what we do in educating children and young people 
to be responsible citizens and caring individuals. Learning, of course, is our core purpose and partnership lies at the 
heart of all our practices. 

Monday’s ceremony at Wellsway and on Tuesday at IKB have been designed to reflect our new name and to mark 
this significant change for us as a family of schools. The planting of the tree represents new beginnings and is a 
symbol of hope and aspiration for the future. As we move forward, we hope that each member of staff and every 
pupil will understand and appreciate what it means to be part of Futura Learning Partnership and will experience 
the tangible benefits for themselves so that ‘together we are remarkable’.       

Mrs Arlidge, CEO 
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Futura Launch Ceremony 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It was delightful to welcome Andy Wait, Chair of Keynsham Town Council to plant an Oak Tree at Wellsway School, 

to mark the launch of the Futura Learning Partnership. Andy is pictured below after planting the tree with Rob 

Pearsall, Principal, with invited student representatives from Year 7, Year 11 prefects and Head Students from the 

Sixth Form. Also pictured are Futura Learning Partnership CEO and former Wellsway Principal Andrea Arlidge, Cllr 

Lisa O'Brien, Chair of BANES Council, Dawn Drury, Chair of Governors and Malcolm Broad, Chair of Trustees. Tree 

planting was completed just before the rain came, which didn’t dampen spirits on this special occasion and cele-

bration. Wellsway School is very proud of it’s part in the journey that has led to the creation of the Futura Learning 

Partnership. The ceremony continued inside where parents, carers and other invited guests listened to the Year 12 

musical performance, followed by Mrs Arlidge and Mr Pearsall concluding the formal part of the event by talking to 

guests about their hopes for the future and the importance of collaboration at this time within our family of 

schools.   

Mr Pearsall, Principal 
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On Tuesday 19th October we were very proud to launch the Futura Learning Partnership at IKB Academy. The cere-

mony included a student performance, (in true IKB style!) tree planting and speeches. Thank you to our amazing 

students: Ellie Morgan, Weibo Ng, Zoë Lewis, Ray Martin Paulson, Gabby Haynes and Kieron Quirke. Thanks also to 

Mr Eadie for mater minding the performance and Mr Andy Wait (Chair of the Keynsham Town Council) for planting 

the tree and giving an inspirational speech.  

Mr Pearsall 
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Personal Achievement Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 11 Student Leadership - The Wellsway Prefect 

Last Friday Mr Pearsall, a member of SLT and our Heads of House hosted a celebration breakfast in our sixth form 
area, Shades, to recognise and celebrate the work of our prefects this term. This feedback from parents on their 
experience on meeting these wonderful young people says it all: 

“Great to see so many students prepared to give up their time to represent their school. All really well presented 
and polite, well done everyone, speaks volumes for the values the school aims to instil.” 

“The children helping out yesterday were a real credit to the school. Smartly dressed, helpful and so friendly and 
welcoming.” 

Thank you to them all for the energy and enthusiasm they have put into their school life; for being kind and 
thoughtful; people who naturally try and help and support others in the school. 

Our prefects were chosen as they represent confident, respectful and successful learners. They demonstrate our 
Futura values of Aspiration, Respect, Opportunity and Collaboration. 

They are simply outstanding and we are very proud of them and the way they represent all our young people. 

Mr Pearsall, Principal 
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Sporting Achievement 
Owen has had a very successful summer, recording new PBs in the Shotput 

(10.38m), Discus (34.91m) and Javelin (39.80m). His performances have 

ranked him:  

Under 15 Boys UK Rankings- 

Discus 17th (1st Yr U15 – 3rd) 

Javelin 33rd (1st Yr U15 – 4th) 

 

2021 Achievements: 

Avon County Discus Champion 

Avon County Shot Silver 

South West Inter Counties Discus Silver 

South West Inter Counties Shot Bronze 

Welsh Juniors Championships Discus Bronze 

Mr Tanner 

Inter House Competition Winner 
 

World Mental Health Day - Inter House Competition Winner.  

 

 

Congratulations to Sophia Adams who was our World Mental 

Health Day Inter House Competition Winner! Sophia designed a 

fantastic and inspirational poster to support World Mental 

Health day. Well done to Sophia and all the other students who 

entered the competition! 

Mr Ive 
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Cross-Country—Interhouse Competitions!! 

 

 
 

We are very excited to announce our first interhouse competition which will be Cross Country. These will be run at 
the times identified below. For KS3 (years 7-9) students in the class identified will all take part, with students in the 
other half of the year coming out of their timetabled lesson to participate. For KS4 and 5 (Years 10-13), students 
will come out of lessons to take part in this. 

The PE kit needed for this is polo shirt/rugby top, shorts/skort, socks and trainers. It can be wet at this time of the 
year, so a bag to put trainers/clothing in after the competition is advisable. 

In addition to the interhouse competition, this will also help us to select the teams to take to the B&NES Cross 
Country Championships on Tuesday 16th November. 

 Dates for competition: 

Year 7 – Monday 8th November – Periods 1 and 2. This is during 7L PE lesson. 

Year 8 – Wednesday 3rd November – Periods 1 and 2. This is during 8M lesson. 

Year 9 – Tuesday 2nd November – Periods 1 and 2. This is during 9L lesson. 

Year 10 – 13 – Wednesday 3rd November – Period 5.        Mr Evans 

Year 7 Rugby 

 
 

 

 

Mr Ive  

Last Thursday it was fantastic to see so many students make their debut 
for the Wellsway year 7 rugby team. The team travelled to Keynsham 
rugby club to take part in a triangular tournament with Ralph Allen and 
Broadlands. The team showed fantastic handling and running skills to 
score some fantastic tries, they coupled this with solid work in defence 
to win the tournament, beating Broadlands 30 - 0 and Ralph Allen 25-0. 
Highlights included a Harry Travers hat-trick against Ralph Allen, a 
length of the field try by Barney Bell against Broadlands and 3 tries by 
Ewan Sparey across the two games.  

This Tuesday we hosted Chew Valley and treated a good crowd to a 13 try thriller, with Chew Valley 
just edging the game 35-30. Really strong performances were put in by Luca Winter, Dan Kingscott, 
Blake Davies, and Adam Nash showed great pace and agility to score two brilliant tries!  

It’s been a great first term of rugby for this talented squad and the future looks bright! I’d like to thank 
parents for the great support they have shown at both the above fixtures. 
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Year 13 Food 'Blind' Food 

Testing   
Year 13 took part in important bun testing during their food course-

work lesson. The class had a wonderful time investigating the differ-

ences between Aldi, Waitrose Basics, Waitrose own and Asda buns. 

The students were shocked with their findings! We all preferred the 

Aldi Hot Cross Buns.  We can absolutely recommend them! The young 

chefs were absolutely brilliant. Well done to our amazing Year 13 

class.   

Miss Davies 

Yr 11 Rugby vs Chew 

Valley 
On Tuesday 19th October, the year 11 rugby 
team put in a strong performance against the 
visiting Chew Valley, convincingly winning 52-0. 
Leo Holbrook captained the home side well, 
leading from the front with a strong carrying 
game and some monstrous hits in defence. 
Jake Hicks opened the scoring with a well 
worked try off a break by Oscar Tovey. Oscar 
had an outstanding performance at number 8, 
breaking through the defensive line on numer-
ous occasions and scoring a try of their own. 
John Williams controlled the game effectively 
at 10 feeding a remarkable back line through-
out and showing great footwork and power 
when he took the ball. John slotted 6/8 conver-
sions and scored two tries. Dan Faulkner had a 
sensational day out, looking dangerous every 
time he touched the ball. He gave the Chew 
Valley defence nightmares as he dotted the ball 
down for four tries. Overall, it was an outstand-
ing all-round performance by a very strong 
Wellsway side, with every player doing the 
shirt proud. Final score: 52 – 0              

Man of the match: John Williams      

Mr Doherty 

 

Futura Collaborative Music Performance  

 

 

 

We're delighted to announce the first Futura collaborative music per-

formance, which will take place in July 2022. We have commissioned 

a local composer, Phil Dixon, to compose a 30 minute oratorio for 

orchestra and choir. The composition will evolve after three work-

shops with Year 10 Music students across the trust. Every student 

from Year 3 upwards will be invited to take part in either the junior or 

senior choir, with each school choir rehearsing from late March. We 

are also hoping those in Early Years up to Year 2 will have an oppor-

tunity to hear a performance from some of the musicians who take 

part. Our orchestra will be made up of students across the trust who 

are Grade 3 and above - we're delighted that a number of trust staff 

have already offered to also play or sing with our students! More de-

tails to follow but this promises to be an exciting, aspirational and 

memorable opportunity for our students across the trust.  

Mrs McLean 
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School Production & Drama Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We have been delighted to be able to take students on two Theatre trips this week. Our A level Theatre stu-

dents were watched 'Wuthering Heights' at the Bristol old Vic and our GCSE Drama students watched 

'Everybody's Talking about Jamie' at the Bristol Hippodrome. Both shows were excellent, and it was great to 

see the students enjoy watching theatre again! We were also very impressed with students behaviour on the 

trip, they were a credit to the school. We can't wait for future drama trips taking place later this year!  

Miss Coles 

Drama Department 

Rehearsals first week back: 

We have been so impressed with the amount of students involved with this year's School Production 'Disco 

Inferno'. Students have been working so hard at rehearsals each week since the start of September and the 

production is really starting to come together. We can't wait to continue rehearsals next term! 

Disco Inferno 

Tuesday 2nd November: Everyone Required 3.15-4.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd November: Scene 4, 5 and 6 (Maggie, Tom, Jane, Jack, Terry, Kathy, Heathcliffe and Lady) and 

Dancers 3.15-4.30 

Sunday 7th November: Leads, disco divas and dancers 10-4pm 
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Y7 Numeracy & Literacy Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
It was excellent to see approximately 100 parents and carers from Year 7 attending our Literacy and Numeracy in-
formation evening on Thursday last week. The evening saw presentations from members of SLT and our English 
and maths leadership teams covering the following content: 
  

         Outline of the Year 7 curriculum 

         Why we set homework 
         Whole school literacy and numeracy priorities 

         Key elements of English and maths lessons 
         Hints and tips to promote literacy and numeracy at home 

  
We hope that those attending picked up some useful information, for example did you know that on average 
adults know approximately 3 times as many words as a Y7 students and that you know 900 billion numbers! 
  
One particular strategy that we could all try is the ‘Code Switching’ challenge. Decide on 3 common phrases that 
you use regularly and ‘switch up’ to more complex language. For example: 
  
Instead of ‘try’ use ‘indicate, identify, process, comment’. Every small change will help. 
  
And if all else fails, remind your children that you are correct 97% of the time (who cares about the other 4%)!!! 

The link to the Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy presentation we used last week can be found here: Year 7 Literacy & 

Numeracy Evening Presentation  

 

Mr Hill 

 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Presentation%20Evenings/Literacy%20and%20Numeracy%20Evening%202021%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Presentation%20Evenings/Literacy%20and%20Numeracy%20Evening%202021%20-%20Final.pdf
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Year 7 Pizza Practical 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Decorated Cakes 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Here are some of the wonderful results of the year 7 pizza practi-

cal lessons this term. Pupils designed a pizza suitable for younger 

children. We looked at the nutritional benefits of the ingredients. 

Pupils also learned bread making skills.   

Ms Meyer 

Year 9 designed decorated cakes as part of the project. They 

learned about the different methods used in cake making 

and finishing techniques. We are calling it the WWBO chal-

lenge. Here are some of the stunning results.  

Ms Meyer 
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Wellsway Library 

 

 

 

 

“There is no friend as loyal as a book.” 

(Ernest Hemingway) 

Students at Wellsway School are now able to make the most of their love of reading since 
the library has reopened. Students have been busy borrowing books and completing the 
House Reading Challenge book marks to gain individual house point awards. The top read-
ing house this term is Stanton, who have smashed it out of the park with the number of 
books they have managed to get through this term. 

Students in years 7-9 have been receiving their library inductions to get the best use out of 
the resources and to make sure all students are aware of how to access their library ac-
counts. As well as being able to take out books of general interest to them, they have been 
able to find out more about Black History Month by reading both fiction and non-fiction 
related to this. Look out next month for Non Fiction November, books to commemorate Ar-
mistice Day and mark Anti-Bullying Week. 

Meanwhile the two book clubs have started. One for years 7-8 and the other for years 9-11. 

Students have been able to come together and share ideas and recommend books to each 

other. Reading is well underway and students are discovering a whole new range of books. 

If you think you would like to join in with Book Club, Thursday lunchtime week A is for 

yrs. 7&8 and Thursday week B is for yrs. 9-11. 
Mrs Youle 
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KS3 Art Club 
 

 

 

 

 

Miss Lloyd says "It has been so lovely to see so many 
students enthusiastic about getting back to making 
and creating. Now that we are back in Art rooms stu-
dents are really excited to be using practical materi-
als again. Our Art department is really pleased to 
offer this session as students have missed out on this 
last year. I am happy they can experience the subject 
the way it is meant to be, hands on and pushing 
them out of their comfort zones to take risks and try 
new things."  

Miss Lloyd   

One of our Year 7 students Alpha Robinson says "Art 
Club is extremely fun whether you're strong in Art or 
not! You have many opportunities, you can do 
painting, drawing and more." 

Students have the opportunity to explore creating 
and making Art works, try out using materials and 
practice other making techniques. So far, they have 
done sessions such as monoprinting and tempera 
painting.  

Our KS3 Art Club has started off with a great success 
this term. Art club runs after school on Week A as 
part of the DART club which has Product Design and 
Textiles club on Week B.  
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Spanish Club 
 

 

 

 

We had a fantastic start to our after-school Spanish club this 
week, with students learning how to introduce themselves, say 
how they are and count to 30. It was wonderful to hear so much 
brilliant Spanish being spoken after such a short time!  

Ms Fitzharris 



The Ammonite newsletter: 22 October 2021 

Green Team Update 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic start we've had this term, doing some great work in restoring the garden! I am delight-
ed with the influx of new members, who are so keen and hard-working - exactly what we need. A big 
welcome to all of you! If anyone else is interested, please come along after school most Mondays (but 
see below). 

Some dates for your diaries / calendars: 

1. Saturday 23rd October, 9 am - 12 noon. Working party in the garden. Clearing pond vegetation, and 
more. 

2. Saturday 30th October, 9 am - 12 noon. Working party in the garden. Clearing pond vegetation, and 
more. 

3. Monday 1st November, NO MEETING after school, INSET day. 
4. Monday 8th November, NO MEETING after school, Mr Sage away. 
5. Monday 15th November, annual bonfire / potato / hot chocolate / marshmallow meeting! (Please 

bring £1 cash to cover costs, and a torch. Weather permitting.) 
 
A massive thanks for all your brilliant support. 
 

Mr Sage  
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Wellsway Craft Fair 
WANTED! Volunteers to help at our Wellsway Craft Fair on 

Sunday 14th November. This annual event raises a lot of 

money for the school and we can't run it without our won-

derful volunteers. We also need people to help set up the 

halls on Saturday 13th Nov in the morning. 

 

 

Friends of Wellsway PTA 

If you are able to donate an hour or two, it would be great 

to hear from you. Please ask friends/family as well! 

Email pta@wellswayschool.com or message us on Facebook 

at https://www.facebook.com/wellswaypta  

Thank you! 

Wellsway School  Careers Hub  
 

The Careers team are back in the Careers Hub  
 

Drop in to ask a question or enquire or   
Email – Wellsway School Careers Coordinator  

amillard@wellswayschool.com    
Or 

  Futura Learning Partnership  Careers Advisor  
mmillard@futuralearning.co.uk 

 
You can find all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway School website, which you can access  

here 

PSHE 
 

During this term, students in years 7 to 10 
will be exploring the theme of ‘Celebrating 
Differences’ in PSHE. Year 11 will be ex-
ploring the theme of 'Healthy Me' in PSHE. 

Session content for week commencing 1st 
November: 

Year 7: Prejudice and discrimination 

Year 8: Prejudice and discrimination 

Year 9: Prejudice and discrimination 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10: Liberty and my rights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11: Managing Anxiety and Stress 
 

Keynsham Foodbank 
The collect-at-our-door at Victoria Key Centre in the centre of Keynsham 

reopened on Monday 18th October from 10am to 12pm.  Earlier this sum-

mer, the volunteer team restarted our “collect-from-our-door” service at 

St Mary’s in Saltford, swiftly followed by St Francis in Keynsham in Sep-

tember. The re-opening of Victoria marks the final stage in Keynsham 

Foodbank’s re-opening for collection and “return to usual”.  You can find 

out more about this announcement here.  If anyone needs help, please do 

not wait until the cupboard is bare, the Foodbank team is here for you. At 

Wellsway School we are proud to work in partnership with the Foodbank 

to issue eVouchers – please contact Mrs Rog-

ers frogers@wellswayschool.com or by phone for an eVoucher.  Details on 

other ways to receive an eVoucher are here.                                   

   Mrs Rogers 

mailto:pta@wellswayschool.com
https://www.facebook.com/wellswaypta
mailto:amillard@wellswayschool.com
mailto:mmillard@wellswaymat.com
https://www.wellswayschool.com/careers/
https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/2021/10/12/keynsham-foodbank-to-re-open-at-victoria-keynsham/
mailto:frogers@wellswayschool.com
https://keynsham.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/how-to-get-help/

